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MARY PRETLOW BRANCH LIBRARY

Located at a historic trolley station site overlooking Chesapeake Bay, the new Mary Pretlow Anchor
Branch Library in Virginia Beach, VA provides an iconic look for visitors and residents arriving at the

bayfront.

The roof of the structure features a wide array of slopes, levels and intricate details that create an

impressive visual display. A cupola tops off the building to add to the coastal feel.

Approximately 30,000 sqg. ft. of PAC-CLAD .040” aluminum Silver Metallic Snap-Clad metal roofing panels
provided the flexibility to meet demanding design objectives. In addition to stunning aesthetics, the panels
are rated to meet local windload requirements. The Kynar 500 finish over the aluminum substrate also

provides superior resistance to the elements in the coastal environment.

Design for the project was provided by The Design Collaborative, Virginia Beach. “We had decided from
the outset that the roof would be standing seam aluminum because of the salt air,” according to Ed
Lazaron, principal and project architect. “The building is on a spectacular site overlooking the shipping
channel into the Bay. The City Council wanted a ‘beach style’ look with a large, sheltering roof that

would be compatible with the older houses along the beachfront.”

The design also called for an internal gutter system. “It was a challenge because the overhangs were so
large,” Lazaron said. “We created a complex internal piping system that could be hidden in the roof
structure. The roof really provides the signature look that we wanted and the reaction from the community

has been outstanding.”

Installation of the PAC-CLAD roof was done by Westar Roofing Corp., Virginia Beach. The general


https://www.pac-clad.com

contractor was Sun Bay Contracting Inc., Virginia Beach.

Petersen, a Carlisle company, manufactures PAC-CLAD architectural metal cladding systems in multiple
gauges of steel and aluminum. PAC-CLAD products include hidden- and exposed-fastener wall panels,
standing seam roof panels, flush- and reveal-joint wall panels, vented or solid soffit panels, perforated
metal, coil and flat sheet, composite panels, column covers, plus fascia and coping. All are available in a
Kynar-based 70% PVDF Fluropon coating in 46 standard colors and 16 wood grain finishes that include a
30-year finish warranty. Most colors meet LEED requirements and are rated by the Cool Roof Rating
Council. Custom colors and weathertightness warranties are offered. BIM and CAD documents are
available for most products. Founded in 1965, Petersen’s facilities are located in Illinois, Georgia, Texas,
Maryland, Arizona and Washington. For information on the complete line of Petersen’s PAC-CLAD metal
products call 800-PAC-CLAD, visit pac-clad.com or write to info@pac-clad.com.
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