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AUSTIN REC CENTER

Metal roof panels hit the wall for new rec center’s contemporary
design

Located just north of the Iowa border, the southern Minnesota city of Austin is the base for the

headquarters of Hormel Foods, manufacturer of – among many other brands – SPAM canned meat. In

fact, the city also hosts an entire museum devoted to the product once memorialized by the Monty Python

comedy troupe. Austin’s latest attraction is devoted to its residents (who might or might not also be

canned meat fans). The new Austin Community Rec Center offers locals an indoor playground, youth

center and a relocated YMCA. It features a forward-looking, curvilinear design called out by standing-

seam metal panels that wrap around the two most visible elevations.

While the SPAM museum might raise a chuckle, Hormel’s dedication to its local community is no joke.

Some 48% of the company’s stock is controlled by The Hormel Foundation, a nonprofit established in

1941, which has given more than $244 million to Austin-based organizations. The $36 million recreation

center was largely paid for by the foundation as the company’s latest major gift to its hometown.

St. Paul-based BWBR led the design for the new facility. Shida Du, AIA, design leader with the firm, notes

the importance of the site’s location alongside the Cedar River in developing the building plan. “The

building massing reacts to the riverside topography with a horizontal expression,” he says. “The design of

both the interior and exterior of the building creates a dynamic composition of transparency, daylight and

colors in order to make a place that serves the wellbeing of the community.”

The materials palette for the exterior includes brick in a dark manganese finish and precast concrete

panels along with PAC-CLAD metal panels from Petersen, which take a leading role in defining the

building’s signature appearance. Interestingly, designers opted for standing seam panels more commonly

used in roofing applications, instead of, say, a more clean-lined wall panel. The panels are installed
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vertically to emphasize height and provide greater visual interest.

“It is an intentional choice to highlight the volume of the second-floor gym and the racetrack that

surrounds it,” he says. “The white color provides an energizing contrast to the charcoal-colored brick and

precast, while the standing seam at the panel joints provide shadow lines that add subtle texture to the

façade.”

Du’s team turned to Petersen to supply the panels, which were ordered in three widths to increase the

sense of texture in their plans. In all, 7,083 sq. ft. of Petersen’s Snap-Clad panels in a bone white finish

were ordered, in 10-, 12- and 16-in. on-center widths, all in .040-gauge aluminum. An additional 250 sq. ft.

of the company’s Flush panels were specified as cladding for the rooftop mechanical penthouse.

Mankato, Minn.-based Schwickert’s Tecta America provided installation services for the project. Project

manager Tim Sinclair says the job was pretty straightforward for his team, though some added attention

was required to ensure the varying widths lined up as designed. While BWBR were responsible for

specifying Petersen’s PAC-CLAD panels, he says he has long been familiar with the advantages working

with the company can offer.

“We have worked with Petersen on many previous projects, and they have always been helpful, easy to

work with and quick to respond,” he says. “On this project, Petersen even went out of their way to drop off

a large picture of the project after it was complete, which currently hangs on my office wall.”

The finished project has earned kudos from both the client and the larger community – it even earned a

spot in the Top Projects list for 2020 put together by Finance & Commerce, a leading statewide business

magazine. “The finished project turned out really well, both aesthetically and productively,” Sinclair says.

“Petersen’s panels applied nicely and satisfied the architects’ design perfectly.”

Editors: If photos are published the following credit is required: Photos: alanblakely.com

Petersen, a Carlisle company, manufactures PAC-CLAD architectural metal cladding systems in multiple

gauges of steel and aluminum. PAC-CLAD products include hidden- and exposed-fastener wall panels,

standing seam roof panels, flush- and reveal-joint wall panels, vented or solid soffit panels, perforated

metal, coil and flat sheet, composite panels, column covers, plus fascia and coping. All are available in a

Kynar-based 70% PVDF Fluropon coating in 46 standard colors and 16 wood grain finishes that include a

30-year finish warranty. Most colors meet LEED requirements and are rated by the Cool Roof Rating

Council. Custom colors and weathertightness warranties are offered. BIM and CAD documents are



available for most products. Founded in 1965, Petersen’s facilities are located in Illinois, Georgia, Texas,

Maryland, Arizona and Washington. For information on the complete line of Petersen’s PAC-CLAD metal

products call 800-PAC-CLAD, visit pac-clad.com or write to info@pac-clad.com.
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