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DORIS REED ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Vibrant blue metal panels adorn school’s numerous bump-outs, bays
and overhangs

To say the Doris M. Reed Elementary School project in Las Vegas was on a fast track is a bit of an

understatement. School administrators were getting approval to sign a design contract in June 2017 for

the new classroom building, which welcomed its first students in August of the next year. Despite what

was obviously a speedy construction schedule, the finished structure features a strong sense of style.

Designed by architects from Gensler’s Las Vegas office, the façade incorporates a standard palette of

public-school materials: concrete masonry units and metal wall panels. But the end result is anything but

generic, thanks to the dynamic dimensionality created through the use of bump-outs and overhangs and

layered masonry courses. Then there’s the prominence of a particularly vibrant blue hue – the signature

color of the school’s Roadrunner team-sports mascot. In whole, the building makes quite an eye-catching

statement in its near-desert setting.

The new structure adds 18 classrooms to Doris Reed Elementary, which originally was completed in 1987.

The school was named for a legendary Clark County School District teacher who taught high school

English and drama for 40 years – and even coached boys’ soccer for a few seasons. Doris Reed was

born in England and taught in that country and in Jamaica before making a home for herself in Las Vegas.

For the new classroom building’s custom blue wall panel-cladded window bays and the building’s

entrance, Gensler’s designers opted for Petersen’s PAC-CLAD Precision Series HWP panels in

24-gauge steel. While a different manufacturer’s product initially was specified, installers with Andy Russo

https://www.pac-clad.com


Jr. Inc., recommended a switch to a company whose products they knew and trusted.

“I offered Petersen, and they accepted,” says Andy Russo, Jr., owner of the company that bears his

name. “I’ve been dealing with Petersen since the early 1990s. I like their material, and any issues I’ve

ever had, they’ve taken care of.”

Russo’s crew performed some custom work to bring the project together, including fabricating the

perforated panels used to shelter an exterior staircase. “We custom-made our miters, and we had flashing

and counter flashing where we tied into the block,” Russo says. Further craftsmanship can be seen in the

lack of seams across the panels’ 45-ft. runs. “Other than the outside miter, we did it all as continuous-

length.”

Editors: If photos are published the following credit is required: Photos: alanblakely.com

Petersen, a Carlisle company, manufactures PAC-CLAD architectural metal cladding systems in multiple

gauges of steel and aluminum. PAC-CLAD products include hidden- and exposed-fastener wall panels,

standing seam roof panels, flush- and reveal-joint wall panels, vented or solid soffit panels, perforated

metal, coil and flat sheet, composite panels, column covers, plus fascia and coping. All are available in a

Kynar-based 70% PVDF Fluropon coating in 46 standard colors and 16 wood grain finishes that include a

30-year finish warranty. Most colors meet LEED requirements and are rated by the Cool Roof Rating

Council. Custom colors and weathertightness warranties are offered. BIM and CAD documents are

available for most products. Founded in 1965, Petersen’s facilities are located in Illinois, Georgia, Texas,

Maryland, Arizona and Washington. For information on the complete line of Petersen’s PAC-CLAD metal

products call 800-PAC-CLAD, visit pac-clad.com or write to info@pac-clad.com.
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