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HOMEWOOD SCHOOL

School board’s kite-shaped building reflects location’s kite-flying
history

The new home for the Homewood Board of Education Central Office in Alabama is a modern 14,500 sq.

ft. structure, which marks the first phase of a long-term development plan on a 24-acre site in a suburb of

Birmingham.

The contemporary structure was designed by Williams Blackstock Architects in Birmingham. “The roof

design was inspired by the site which is known as Kite Hill,” said architect Kyle Kirkwood. “It’s a spot

where kids and parents come to fly kites. The roof, which slopes in two different directions and is kite-like

in its appearance, is representative of the popular site.”

The building was conceived as a “garden pavilion” integrated within the site, intended to mediate between

public and private property, and man-made and natural materials. The structure is nestled into a line of

pine trees with a cantilevered roof extending just beyond the pines.

The design incorporates approximately 24,000 sq. ft. of Petersen’s PAC-CLAD material in four different

profiles. The main roof includes 16,000 sq. ft. of Petersen’s Snap-Clad panels up to 60 ft. long. The

design also incorporates an interior application of the Snap-Clad panels by integrating them into the lobby

area. In addition, 7,000 sq. ft. of Flush panels were used in soffit applications. Several hundred square

feet each of PAC-CLAD Tite-Loc panels and Precision Series wall panels were used in an entry canopy

application and mechanical equipment screen, respectively. All panels were manufactured at Petersen’s

Acworth, Ga., plant.

https://www.pac-clad.com


The roof design was complex, Kirkwood noted. “Since the roof slopes in two directions, we had an

interesting valley situation where we had to coordinate the orientation of the seams,” Kirkwood said.

Installation of the various PAC-CLAD profiles was completed by Quality Architectural Roofing in

Birmingham. “In spite of the various planes and valleys and the long panels, the biggest challenge was

dealing with limited site access along the tree line,” said project manager Eddie Still. “The main part of

the roof was the 60 ft. Snap-Clad panels, but long panels really aren’t much of an issue if you’re

accustomed to handling them.”

The Tite-Loc panels were used to clad the lower roof at the front entry. “The reason we used Tite-Loc on

that portion of the roof was because of the low slope. The Tite-Loc panels are mechanically seamed so

they can be used on pitches as low as ½:12,” Still said. “We do a lot of work with Petersen and this job

turned out great as always.”

“The School Board is extremely proud of its new home that will serve the system and community for many

years,” concluded architect Kirkwood.

The Homewood City School System serves a K-12 enrollment of approximately 3,900 students and

includes three elementary schools, one middle school and one high school. The school system is well

known for its tradition of educational excellence for all students. “We offer a system enriched by diversity,

tradition, community spirit and vision,” said Dr. Bill Cleveland, superintendent.

Petersen, a Carlisle company, manufactures PAC-CLAD architectural metal cladding systems in multiple

gauges of steel and aluminum. PAC-CLAD products include hidden- and exposed-fastener wall panels,

standing seam roof panels, flush- and reveal-joint wall panels, vented or solid soffit panels, perforated

metal, coil and flat sheet, composite panels, column covers, plus fascia and coping. All are available in a

Kynar-based 70% PVDF Fluropon coating in 46 standard colors and 16 wood grain finishes that include a

30-year finish warranty. Most colors meet LEED requirements and are rated by the Cool Roof Rating

Council. Custom colors and weathertightness warranties are offered. BIM and CAD documents are

available for most products. Founded in 1965, Petersen’s facilities are located in Illinois, Georgia, Texas,

Maryland, Arizona and Washington. For information on the complete line of Petersen’s PAC-CLAD metal

products call 800-PAC-CLAD, visit pac-clad.com or write to info@pac-clad.com.
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