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PINE ISLAND ACADEMY

New K-8 school joins fast-growing district with stand-out metal roof

When you’re running the fastest-growing county in the nation’s fastest-growing state, you’ve got a lot to

keep up with when it comes to ensuring local services can keep up with the expanding population. This

definitely has been the case for school officials in Florida’s St. Johns County, where the population grew

by 43% between 2010 and 2020. It seems new schools fill up almost as soon as they open their doors. To

speed construction – and ease transitions for students who might get shifted to new facilities as they

become available – the county-wide school district has developed model plans for its K-8 and senior high

buildings.

The recently completed Pine Island Academy is an example of the K-8 design. Its roofline, which features

metal roof panels to highlight entrances, interior stairwells and light wells, illustrates how such decorative

touches can help the district’s schools develop their own characters, even if they’re all built to similar

plans.

St. Johns County is in the northeast of Florida, abutting the Jacksonville metropolitan area, and features a

lengthy coastline. This location has proved so attractive that more than 83,000 people moved into the area

between the last two censuses – and an additional 25,000 joined them in the past three years. Pine Island

Academy now is one of seven similar schools within the county’s school district (a number of K-5 and

middle schools also serve this age group), which now serves almost 60,000 students in a total of 51

schools.  

Located in St. Augustine, the 127,000 sq. ft. school is planned for a capacity of 1,500 students. Designers
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with the Jacksonville office of Harvard Jolly Architecture followed the template they developed for Palm

Valley Academy a few years earlier. While the roof is predominantly low-rise membrane, sloped metal

accents help break up the façade and add interest to the roofline. The architects specified Petersen to

supply the PAC-CLAD metal roof panels – but the client had the final word when it came to the profile

specified for the project.

“The senior project manager for the St. Johns County School District wanted the Snap-Clad Panel,” says

Earl Drummond, the project manager leading the installation team from Thorne Metal Systems of Orange

Park, Fla. Harvard Jolly’s architects initially had selected Petersen’s Tite-Loc Plus product – a good

choice, given its 180-degree mechanical seam – but the school’s project manager thought Snap-Clad

would be a better fit, given the panels’ visual prominence from street level. “He thought it looked better –

we’ve worked with him a few times and he likes the look of that panel.”

Though Drummond says this was a good-sized job for Thorne, it posed few challenges aside from the

usual deadline issues common to school projects that need to be wrapped up in time for the next school

year’s start. He added that familiarity with Petersen as a supplier was a plus in helping ensure his

company met the client’s expectations. “I love working with Petersen,” Drummond says, noting the

support Thorne gets from Petersen’s local representative, Dave Landis. “I’ve worked with a lot of big

manufacturers and that’s just who we’d work with over anyone else.”

Editors: The following credit is required if photos are published: hortonphotoinc.com

Petersen, a Carlisle company, manufactures PAC-CLAD architectural metal cladding systems in multiple

gauges of steel and aluminum. PAC-CLAD products include hidden- and exposed-fastener wall panels,

standing seam roof panels, flush- and reveal-joint wall panels, vented or solid soffit panels, perforated

metal, coil and flat sheet, composite panels, column covers, plus fascia and coping. All are available in a

Kynar-based 70% PVDF Fluropon coating in 46 standard colors and 16 wood grain finishes that include a

30-year finish warranty. Most colors meet LEED requirements and are rated by the Cool Roof Rating

Council. Custom colors and weathertightness warranties are offered. BIM and CAD documents are

available for most products. Founded in 1965, Petersen’s facilities are located in Illinois, Georgia, Texas,

Maryland, Arizona and Washington. For information on the complete line of Petersen’s PAC-CLAD metal

products call 800-PAC-CLAD, visit pac-clad.com or write to info@pac-clad.com.
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